
Florida Black Codes 
Shortly after the Civil War, the Florida state legislature passed laws that severely impacted the 

lives of newly freed slaves, called freedmen. For instance, freedmen were prohibited from 

owning guns, and Florida legislators ignored organizations and individuals who argued that was 

a violation of their second amendment rights. In courts, African Americans could not serve on 

juries and could only testify against other African Americans, not white Americans.  

 

“. . . A Florida Supreme Court justice told the legislature which passed the black codes: 

We have a duty to perform – the protection of our wives and children from threatened danger, 

and the prevention of scenes which may cost the extinction of an entire race. . .” 

 

“. . .Provisional Governor Marvin believed that if the convention abolished slavery and 

guaranteed the “protection an security of the former slaves, Florida would be readmitted to the 

Union. He expressed the hope that with progress, improved intelligence, and civilization the 

freedmen might in the future become “the best free agricultural peasantry in the world. To 

ensure that they would be good laborers, Marvin suggested making vagrancy punishable by 

temporary servitude. . .” 

 

“. . .Special punishments for freedmen were also created. When they law called for line 

and imprisonment, there was super added the alternative of thirty-nine lashes, standing in the 

pillory, or both. The discrimination, the legislature claimed, was based on the difference in the 

two races. ‘To degrade a white man’ by whipping would make a bad member of society; to fine 

and imprison a Negro, on the other hand, would punish the state rather than the individual. 

Furthermore, to imprison a Negro petty offender would mean his withdrawal from the 

plantation, but whipping meant a speedier return to work. . .” 

 

“. . .Four types of offenses were made punishable by death: inciting an insurrection, 

administering poison, burglary, and rape of a white female. . .”  

 
 

Court Cases from Lake City, Florida 

1866 
Number of 
defendants 

Race Offense Punishment 

2 Black Stealing two boxes of 
goods from a railroad 
company 

Fined $500 (about $10,000 in 
2023). Their inability to pay the 

money resulted in them working for 
whoever bid the highest for their 

labor. 

1 White Unprovoked murder of 
an African American 
man 

Fined $225 (about $4,200 in 2023) 
and sentenced to one minute in 
prison. 

3 Black Violating work 
contract 

Public whipping, all wages forfeited, 
required to pay all court costs 

1 White Assaulting a 
freedwoman (African 
American woman) 

Fined five cents (95 cents in 2023) 

 



 

 



 



 


